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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

MENEZES, VANSTONE, OORSCHOT: 1997, CRC PRESS LLC USA 
XP002394263 

US 2004/103281 A1 (BRICKELL ERNIE F) 27 May 2004 (2004-05-27) cited in 
the application 

2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-45 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 



D1: 
D2: 



2.1. Independent claim 1 



2.1 .1 . D1 consists of citations from the "Handbook of Applied Cryptography" which is a well- 
known textbook in the field of cryptography and discloses: 

- (pages 321, 322, 330 and 472) generating an encrypted data structure associated with a 
device, the encrypted data structure comprising a private key and a private key digest- 

- (pages 397 and 398) generating an identifier, based on a pseudo-randomly generated value 
for the encrypted data structure; 

- (page 472) storing the identifier and the encrypted data structure in a signed 'mm recent 
on a removable stora g e medium ; and 

-(pages 397 and 398) storing the pseudo-random value and a group number eeffe s pondmg 
to the signed yroup rocoid in t o non vola t ile storage within t he device . 

2.1 .2. Thus independent claim 1 cannot be considered as involving an inventive step because 
it would be obvious (see PCT International Search and Examination Guidelines, Chapter 13 
Paragraph 13.13) for the skilled man to combine the technical features of D1 together and 
other well-known technical features and/or design options in order to arrive at the subject- 
matter of claim 1 . 1 
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2.2. Independent claims 14, 25 and 36 

The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the corresponding 
independent claims 14, 25 and 36, which therefore are also considered not inventive. 

2.3. Dependent claims 2-13, 15-24, 26-35 and 37-45 

The features included in the above-mentioned dependent claims as far as they are not 
disclosed by D1 and/or D2 correspond to design options or are well-known in the field of 
Cryptography. It would therefore be obvious (see PCT International Search and Examination 
Guidelines, Chapter 13, Paragraph 13.13) for the skilled man to combine the teachings of D1 
and D2 in order to arrive at the subject-matter of the dependent claims. 

Therefore the subject-matter of claims 1-45 is not considered inventive in the sense of Article 
33(3) PCT. 



3. It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis for 
allowable claim. 
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